
Call to worship   (Unison)   Psalm 23 King James Version (KJV) 

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. 

He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy 

rod and thy staff they comfort me. 

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my 

cup runneth over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the 

LORD for ever. 

Hymn   Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us, V. 1-3  (UMH 381) 

1. Savior, like a shepherd lead us,  

much we need thy tender care;  

in thy pleasant pastures feed us,  

for our use thy folds prepare.  

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!  

Thou hast bought us, thine we are.  

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!  

Thou hast bought us, thine we are.  

 

2. We are thine, thou dost befriend us,  

be the guardian of our way;  

keep thy flock, from sin defend us,  

seek us when we go astray.  

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!  

Hear, O hear us when we pray.  

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!  

Hear, O hear us when we pray.  

 

3. Thou hast promised to receive us,  

poor and sinful though we be;  

thou hast mercy to relieve us,  

grace to cleanse and power to free.  

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!  

We will early turn to thee.  

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!  

We will early turn to thee.  



Prayer (Unison) 

Gracious and Loving God, 

You have called us this day to worship together in strange and wonderful ways. While we lament that we 

are not all gathered together in the sanctuary, we are grateful that we live in a time where we can be 

gathered together through this streamed service. Bless all the ones and zeros we send back and forth with 

each other, and bless especially those who do not have the means to worship with us today.  

We also pray for our world in need.  Be especially present with those who feel lonely or isolated this 

morning. We ask for your healing presence among those who are ill. Help us to use the best medical 

science at our disposal to minimize the devastation and loss occurring through this pandemic. Rekindle 

within us a call to serve a greater good in unity with you and each more wholly than ever. Amen. 

Gospel     John 9:1-41 (CEB) 

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man who was blind from birth. Jesus’ disciples asked, “Rabbi, who sinned so 

that he was born blind, this man or his parents?” 

Jesus answered, “Neither he nor his parents. This happened so that God’s mighty works might be displayed in 

him. While it’s daytime, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming when no one can work. 

While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” After he said this, he spit on the ground, made mud with 

the saliva, and smeared the mud on the man’s eyes. Jesus said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (this 

word means sent). So the man went away and washed. When he returned, he could see. 

The man’s neighbors and those who used to see him when he was a beggar said, “Isn’t this the man who used to 

sit and beg?” 

Some said, “It is,” and others said, “No, it’s someone who looks like him.” 

But the man said, “Yes, it’s me!” 

So they asked him, “How are you now able to see?” 

He answered, “The man they call Jesus made mud, smeared it on my eyes, and said, ‘Go to the pool of Siloam 

and wash.’ So I went and washed, and then I could see.” 

They asked, “Where is this man?” 

He replied, “I don’t know.” 

Then they led the man who had been born blind to the Pharisees. Now Jesus made the mud and smeared it on 

the man’s eyes on a Sabbath day. So Pharisees also asked him how he was able to see. 

The man told them, “He put mud on my eyes, I washed, and now I see.” 



Some Pharisees said, “This man isn’t from God, because he breaks the Sabbath law.” Others said, “How can a 

sinner do miraculous signs like these?” So they were divided. Some of the Pharisees questioned the man who 

had been born blind again: “What do you have to say about him, since he healed your eyes?” 

He replied, “He’s a prophet.” 

The Jewish leaders didn’t believe the man had been blind and received his sight until they called for his parents. 

The Jewish leaders asked them, “Is this your son? Are you saying he was born blind? How can he now see?” 

His parents answered, “We know he is our son. We know he was born blind. But we don’t know how he now 

sees, and we don’t know who healed his eyes. Ask him. He’s old enough to speak for himself.” His parents said 

this because they feared the Jewish authorities. This is because the Jewish authorities had already decided that 

whoever confessed Jesus to be the Christ would be expelled from the synagogue. That’s why his parents said, 

“He’s old enough. Ask him.” 

Therefore, they called a second time for the man who had been born blind and said to him, “Give glory to God. 

We know this man is a sinner.” 

The man answered, “I don’t know whether he’s a sinner. Here’s what I do know: I was blind and now I see.” 

They questioned him: “What did he do to you? How did he heal your eyes?” 

He replied, “I already told you, and you didn’t listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to 

become his disciples too?” 

They insulted him: “You are his disciple, but we are Moses’ disciples. We know that God spoke to Moses, but 

we don’t know where this man is from.” 

The man answered, “This is incredible! You don’t know where he is from, yet he healed my eyes! We know 

that God doesn’t listen to sinners. God listens to anyone who is devout and does God’s will. No one has ever 

heard of a healing of the eyes of someone born blind. If this man wasn’t from God, he couldn’t do this.” 

They responded, “You were born completely in sin! How is it that you dare to teach us?” Then they expelled 

him. 

Jesus heard they had expelled the man born blind. Finding him, Jesus said, “Do you believe in the Human 

One?” 

He answered, “Who is he, sir? I want to believe in him.” 

Jesus said, “You have seen him. In fact, he is the one speaking with you.” 

The man said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshipped Jesus. 

Jesus said, “I have come into the world to exercise judgment so that those who don’t see can see and those who 

see will become blind.” 



Some Pharisees who were with him heard what he said and asked, “Surely we aren’t blind, are we?” 

Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you wouldn’t have any sin, but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin 

remains. 

Sermon  Can you not see it? Distant Socializing With the Love of God 

Hymn   Open My Eyes, That I May See  (UMH 454) 

1. Open my eyes, that I may see  

glimpses of truth thou hast for me;  

place in my hands the wonderful key  

that shall unclasp and set me free.  

Silently now I wait for thee,  

ready, my God, thy will to see.  

Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine!  

 

2. Open my ears, that I may hear  

voices of truth thou sendest clear;  

and while the wavenotes fall on my ear,  

everything false will disappear.  

Silently now I wait for thee,  

ready, my God, thy will to see.  

Open my ears, illumine me, Spirit divine!  

 

3. Open my mouth, and let me bear  

gladly the warm truth everywhere;  

open my heart and let me prepare  

love with thy children thus to share.  

Silently now I wait for thee,  

ready, my God, thy will to see.  

Open my heart, illumine me, Spirit divine!  

Prayers of the People (I will be reading from the comments on the live stream) 

The Lord's Prayer 

Offertory (Invitation to give online, post link in comments if that works) 

Doxology 

Offertory Prayer 

Gracious God, even in this time of uncertainty, we trust in you. We ask you to accept the offering we 

bring as a sign of our love and need for you and each other. Bless and multiply these offerings that the 



uncertainty of our time may lead us to experience the certainty of your love. In your name, we pray. 

Amen. 

Hymn  I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light (UMH 206) 

I want to walk as a child of the light 

I want to follow Jesus 

God sent the stars to give light to the world 

The star of my life is Jesus 

 

In Him there is no darkness at all 

The night and the day are both alike 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God 

Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus 

 

I want to see the brightness of God 

I want to look at Jesus 

Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path 

And show me the way to the Father 

 

In Him there is no darkness at all 

The night and the day are both alike 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God 

Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus 

 

I'm looking for the coming of Christ 

I want to be with Jesus 



When we have run with patience the race 

We shall know the joy of Jesus 

 

In Him there is no darkness at all 

The night and the day are both alike 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God 

Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus 

Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus 

 

Announcements 

Benediction 

Postlude 

 


